Pronunciation symbols

The tables below show the pronunciation symbols used in the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary
(IPA) as well as equivalent traditional symbols (Ox), which may still be more familiar to some.

This page uses Unicode characters which are not yet universally supported, in particular wide combining
diacritics. Only Safari 3.1 for Mac is known to render everything correctly. You may prefer the PDF
version.

Consonants

IPAOx Word IPA (0)
p |p |plosive 'plavsiv plo’siv

b |b |bilabial barletbral | bila’bial

t |t |triphthong |'trifoy tri’fthong
d |d |digraph 'dargra:f di’grahf
k |k |comma 'koma kd'ma

g |g |glottal 'glotl glo tal

tf |ch|chapter feeptor cha’pter
dz |j |widget 'widzit wi'jit

f |f [phoneme ‘fooniim fo'nem

v |v |vowel 'vaval vow’el

0 |[th |thesaurus O1'soras thisawrus
8 |dh |feather fedar t&’dher

s |s |subject 'sabdgikt sti'bjikt

z |z |zeugma '‘Zju:gma zii'gma

{ |sh|dash deef dash

3 | zh | word-division | 'w3:d-divizen | wérd-divizhon
h |h [hypotaxis harpa'taeksis | hipotd ksis
m |m |monologue |'monalpg md noldg
n |(n |noun naon nown

n [ng|spelling 'spelm spé’ling
1|1 |letter letar 18"ter

r |r |rhotic 'routik ro'tik

j |y |yod-dropping |'jod-dropm |ydd’-drdping
w |w |quote kwaut kwot

Vowels




IPA Ox Word IPA Ox

ii |é |read ri:d red
1 |1 |syntax 'sintaeks si'ntaks
e |é |text tekst tékst
@ |4 |grammar 'greema” gra’'mer
~|ah |ideograph |'idiogra:f T'diograhf
* ar |aide-mémoire | e1d-mem'wa:* | ad-mémwar”’
p |6 |cock kok kok
aw talk tok tawk
> Oor |corpus 'ko:pas cor'pus
v |00 |[book buk bsok
w |toot|oo tu:t toot
A |0 |rubber 'raba” rii‘ber
3 [ér |learn Is:n l1érn
a |alphabet ‘elfobet a’lfabst
e |literacy Titarasr li’teract
i |pencil 'pensl pé nsil
° o |colon 'kavlen ko’lon
u |circumflex |'sa:kemfleks |sét’kumfleks
er |author 0:09" aw’ther
el |a paper 'perpa” pa’per
ouv |0 |spoke spouk spok
ar |1 write rait rit
av |ow |umlaut ‘'omlaot 00 'mlawt
o |oi |voiced voIst voist
o |er |[gazetteer gz tia" gazeter’
€ |ar |swear swea” swar
va |oor |plural ‘pluaral ploor’al
Remarks

In addition to the symbols shown above, the traditional system also employs special symbols for some
compound sounds, viz, Tt for er (ara), owr for ower (ava), G for y6o (ju:) and ar for yoor (jua).

In the IPA system, r’s are only written r when pronounced, and linking r’s (r’s which are only
pronounced immediately before a word starting with a vocalic sound) are indicated by the special
symbol . For vowel symbols in -r in the traditional system, the r is mute in front of a consonant, trilled
before a vowel and linking at the end of a word, whereas other r’s are always pronounced.

Sounds which share the same IPA symbol are usually indistinguishable.



